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STATE OF CALIFORNIA    NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY	Gavin Newsom, Governor

“The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection serves and safeguards the people and protects the property and resources of California.”
Date: October 3, 2024

To:
California Building Standards Commission
Kevin Day, Deputy Executive Director
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833
Via Email: cbsc@dgs

Subject: Comments on Proposed Building Standards for 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface Code (SFM 08/24)

I am submitting my comments on the proposed adoption of the 2025 California Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Code, Part 7, as part of the 2024 Triennial Code Cycle. Below are my questions and concerns regarding specific sections of the proposed WUI Code:

1. WUI Code & Fire Safe Regulations Interpretation (Section 1.11.2.1.2)
The WUI Code intends to adopt Article 1 of the Fire Safe Regulations. This document is a regulation written by the Board of Forestry and the BOF currently does not offer interpretations of the regulation. Will the State Fire Marshal then provide official interpretations of the Fire Safe Regulations when adopted into the WUI Code? Section 1.11.2.1.2 outlines the process for interpretations: 
Any person may request a code interpretation from the State Fire Marshal relative to the intent of any regulation or provision adopted by the State Fire Marshal. When the request relates to a specific project, occupancy or building, the State Fire Marshal shall review the issue with the appropriate local enforcing agency prior to rendering such code interpretation.
2. Enforcement Authority for Fire Safe Regulations (Section 1270.06)
The Fire Safe Regulations currently state that inspections shall be made by the Director of CAL FIRE. If these regulations are adopted into the WUI Code, will CAL FIRE retain its authority to enforce them? Additionally, will local Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs) be required to enforce these regulations? Finally will the existing delegation of inspection authority requirement still be required the new code (1270.06(b))?
3. Partial Adoption of Fire Safe Regulations (Section 403)
The WUI Code proposes to print but not adopt the entirety of the Fire Safe Regulations in Section 403. Could you please clarify the reasoning behind this partial adoption, and how it might impact the consistency of enforcement and application across different jurisdictions?
4. Retroactive Requirements (Sections 101.4 & 101.5)
Sections 101.4 and 101.5 of the WUI Code reference retroactive requirements, yet specific details on retroactive provisions were not found in the text. Could further explanation be provided on the nature of these retroactive requirements and their intended application?

I appreciate the opportunity to submit my comments and look forward to receiving clarification on these important issues. Should any additional information be needed, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Jeff Hoag
Battalion Chief - Amador El Dorado Unit
Wildfire Resiliency Program Chief
2840 Mt. Danaher Rd Camino 95709
Cell: (530) 708-2725
jeff.hoag@fire.ca.gov
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